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California Association for Adult Day Services


CALL TO ACTION
Issued April 13, 2010 
CALL TO ACTION

ADHC Elimination Proposal to Be Heard - Time to Send Letters 


The Assembly Budget Sub-Committee #1 will meet on April 26th to discuss the Governor’s proposal to eliminate ADHC as a Medi-Cal benefit. We do not expect that a vote will occur, but we still need to inform committee members regarding our opposition to the proposal and why the proposal will cost the state more than it saves.
The Senate Budget Sub-Committee #3 will not meet until May, but we think it is best to inform them of the opposition now.  We have been advised that once the May Revise is published and committees begin to meet, they will be inundated with letters and calls. 
We need to “beat the rush” and educate the Assembly and Senate Committees and leadership NOW!
ACTIONS REQUESTED
 




Letters should be faxed by April 22nd  
Using the format below, and in your own words, prepare two letters, on your letterhead, to send to the Assembly and Senate Budget Sub-Committees and leadership of each house.  Address a separate letter to each sub-committee chair.  
The Assembly letter should be sent to the Assembly Budget Sub-committee #1 Chair with a cc: to the Budget Chair, Assembly Speaker John Perez, and your own Assembly Member.  
The Senate letter should be sent to the Senate Budget Sub-committee #3 Chair with a cc: to the Budget Chair, President Pro Tempore Darrell Steinberg and your own Senator.  
You can find your legislators on the web: www.legislature.ca.gov
For your information and to assist with completing your letter we are sending you CAADS most recent budget fact sheet that includes information from the industry-wide survey conducted in January.
Below is the address format for faxing the Budget Sub-Committee Chairs and their fax numbers.

The Honorable Dave Jones
Chair, Assembly Sub-Committee #1  


Via Fax 916-319-2109

California State Assembly 
State Capitol

Sacramento CA 95814 

[Date]
Dear Assembly Member Jones:
OR

The Honorable Mark Leno
Chair, Senate Sub-Committee #3 


Via Fax 916-445-4722

California State Senate

State Capitol

Sacramento CA 95814 

[Date]
Dear Senator Leno:
Sample Letter: 
We urge you to reject the Governor’s proposed elimination of Adult Day Health Care as a Medi-Cal benefit.  We estimate that elimination of ADHC will cost the state an additional $221.4 M in State General Funds because 40% of the beneficiaries we care for will end up placed within six months in more expensive nursing facilities or psychiatric facilities, usually after an emergency room visit and hospital stay. These additional costs will be ongoing for the State during future budget years.  

Our program [enter your name here] serves [ # ] elderly chronically ill and disabled beneficiaries in our community.  We have been a resource in the community for [ # ] years.  [Describe your program services here] 

We are a small business employing [#] staff. The impact of the loss of ADHC in the community will be significant because we will have no choice but to close and lay-off our employees. Our program allows many caregivers to remain employed because their loved one is in our care. Families will have to choose between quitting their job to be a non-paid caregiver or placing their loved one in a nursing home. Those who have no family will decline and use more expensive medical care.
ADHC has been a cornerstone of home and community-based services in California for 30 years. It should be a priority to protect our elderly from harm during this fiscal crisis.  We respectfully ask you to keep ADHC as a benefit for the elderly and disabled in California.

Sincerely,

cc:  Members Assembly Budget Sub-committee #1 
OR 
Members Senate Budget Sub-committee #3
   Speaker John Perez  



OR  
Senate President Pro Tem Steinberg
Your Assembly Member



 OR  
Your Senator
	ASSEMBLY BUDGET SUB-COMMITTEE LETTER AND LEADERSHIP CCs:

	Assembly Speaker John Perez 
	916 319 2146 
	Bob  Blumenfield  ( Budget Chair)
	916 319 2140

	Jim Nielsen  (Vice-Chair)
	916 319 2102
	Hector De La Torre 
	916 319 2150

	Jim Beall 
	916 319 2124
	Bill Emmerson 
	916 319 2163

	Wesley Chesbro
	916 319 2101
	Brian Nestande 
	916 319 2164

	
	
	
	

	SENATE BUDGET SUB-COMMITEE LETTER AND LEADERSHIP CCs:

	President Pro Tempore 
Darrell Steinberg 
	916 323 2263
	Denise Ducheny  (Budget Chair)
	916 327 3522

	Bob  Dutton  (Vice-Chair) 
	916 327 2272 
	Roy Ashburn
	 916 322 3304 

	Elaine Alquist 
	916 324 0283
	 
	 


Please send a copy of both of your letters to CAADS – via fax 916-552-7404 or email Jennifer@caads.org
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 Elimination of Adult Day Health Care (ADHC) Facilities

Governor’s Proposal to Eliminate ADHC Costs More Than It Saves

Elimination means:
· Loss of more than 7,600 jobs, as centers lay off personnel, adding $94 M to the state Unemployment Insurance Fund’s largest ever shortfall. Another 13,892 working middle class Californians will be forced to quit their jobs to take care of their loved one, adding to further loss of income tax revenue.
· Increased costs to the state as thousands of elderly, mentally ill and Alzheimer’s patients are pushed into overcrowded E.R.s, hospitals and nursing homes for medical crises. Survey data show, at minimum, $221.4 M in Medi-Cal State General Fund costs will shift to hospitals and nursing facilities - $86.7 M more than the Governor’s proposed $134.7 M General Fund savings.
· Loss of $216 M in federal matching funds. It is inconceivable to think California would give up federal money that it currently has in hand at the same time the Governor is calling on the federal government to give California more money to sustain important state health programs.
· Simply shifts costs to the Department of Developmental Services. An estimated 4% to 6% of ADHC beneficiaries (1,500 to 2,200) have developmental disabilities and are entitled to services under the state’s Lanterman Act. However, when ADHC centers close, they will lose their ongoing medical care and monitoring and comparable services are simply not available.

· IHSS cannot serve as a substitute medical service. IHSS is not designed to provide skilled nursing care, skilled therapies or ongoing assessment by skilled medical professionals. 
The “paper savings” generated by eliminating all of the state’s 327 Adult Day Health Care facilities will cost more in dollars and lives than it saves. 

The Legislature REJECTED the elimination of ADHC last year.
PROGRAM FACTS

· Serves 37,000 low-income, medically at-risk adults. Provides skilled nursing; mental health services; social work; physical, occupational, and speech therapy; medication management; dietary services and transportation. All are assessed by a multidisciplinary team and authorized by Medi-Cal to be at risk of institutional care (nursing facility, emergency room and hospitalization).

· The management of chronic conditions delays placement in costly nursing home care and decreases the frequency of emergency room use.

· ADHC is five times less costly than nursing home care according to a Health Management Associates report.
· The Legislature created ADHC as a cost effective and innovative alternative to nursing homes in the late 1970s, when 5.7% of the elderly lived in costly facilities. Today that number is 2.7%.
 The ADHC daytime medical model helped make that possible and changed perceptions and practice about providing care to persons with Alzheimer’s disease in the community setting.

� �Steven P. Wallace, D. Imelda Padilla-Frausto, Carolyn Mendez-Luck, A.E. (Ted) Benjamin, Eva Durazo, Nadereh Fourat “Budget Proposals Turn Back Clock 30 Years in Long Term Care Services For California Seniors,” UCLA Center For Health Policy Research, p.5









